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Lower Pottsgrove Township
Board of Commissioners Meeting
~ October 24,2011 7:00 pm

The Board of Commissioners held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, October 24,
2011 at 7:00 pm. Those in attendance were as follows: Jonathan H. Spadt, President; Bruce L.
Foltz, Vice President; James C. Phillips, Michael McGroarty and James D. Kaiser. Township
Manager, Rodney P. Hawthorne; Township Solicitor, R. Kurtz Holloway; Assistant Township
Manager, Alyson Elliott and Recording Secretary, Jennifer Corley.

Commissioner Spadt called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.
COMMENTS FROM VISITORS

Mr. Nash, resident of 81 First Avenue inquired about the drainage pipe in his yard that is doing
damage to his property. Commissioner Spadt commented that this issue is currently under
litigation and cannot be discussed outside litigious proceedings. Mr. Hawthorne maintained that
he has left two messages for Mr. Nash with the information that the drainage pipe is not owned
by the Township, rather the homeowner. The homeowner is therefore responsible for the pipe in
his own property.

Mr. Rife, resident of 99 First Avenue commented that the Board should view the damage to his
property from this drainage pipe. He feels this would cause the Board to take action.
Commissioner Spadt again responded that the pipe is owned by the homeowners and not
Township property. It is the homeowner’s responsibility. Solicitor Holloway commented that
since the Township does not own the pipe, the Township will not maintain the pipe. He
comrented that the Board cannot engage in discussion because of the ongoing litigation.

Pruss Hill Road Bridge- Brian McAnallen from Traffic Planning and Design, the Township’s
Traffic Engineering firm was in attendance at the meeting regarding the Pruss Hill Road Bridge.
Mr. Hawthorne commented that the bridge was closed due to damage. TPD recommends a 5 ton
welght limit on the bridge along with additional signage indicating it is now a one lane bridge,
stop signs on either side of the bridge as well as an additional Jersey barriers. The traffic flow
will be similar to the flow on Kauffman Road as it enters Washington Street. The lane will also
only be 15” wide, thereby not allowing access to larger vehicles such as buses and oil trucks. Mr.
Hawthorne also noted that he must notify the State Police of the changes being made. Prior to
opening the bridge and the improvements being made, the stone barrier will have to be removed
and the current signage will have to be removed.

The bridge will also then be subject to annual inspections for safety precautions. Mr.
McAnnallen commented that the weight limit could be reduced each year, but this would depend
oh the annual reanalysis. If the bridge were to be completely replaced it is estimated to cost
approximately $360,000. As the funds are not in the budget to accommodate this, the reduced
lane and new signage are the suggested method of repair. The commissioners asked Mr.
McAnnallen if there was another solution. He commented that the concrete slab could be
replac‘,d at'a cost of approximately $80,000 to $100,000. Commissioner Foltz commented that
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he supports the plan to reduce to one lane and add signage to allow only one car and a 5 ton
weight limit on the bridge. Because of the reduced lane width buses and large trucks will be
eliminated from the traffic pattern. Mr. Hawthorne added that he could authorize the repair work
to begin immediately. Commissioner Kaiser inquired as to the annual cost of the reanalysis of the
bridge’s structural soundness. Mr. McAnnallen responded the cost would be approximately
$2,000 to $3,000 per year. Mr. Joe Zlomek inquired if there was an estimate for the cost to do the
suggested repair; reduce to one lane, Jersey barriers, new and additional signage, etc. Mr.
Hawthorne responded he did not have the exact number with him. Mr. Zlomek asked if it was
less than $10,000. Mr. Hawthorne responded that it was not. To his recollection it was
approximately $10,000 to $15,000. Commissioner Spadt agreed with Commissioner Foltz that
the suggested repair would at least get the local traffic through and have residents access their
properties. Commissioner Kaiser asked what the time frame would be should they choose to
replace the concrete slab. Mr. Hawthorne responded it would take many months due to the more
than $10,000 cost. Mr. Hawthorne also recommended the Board of Commissioners approve the
correspondence from the Township Manager to the Pennsylvania State Police prior to the bridge
re-opening. This is required as part of the necessary procedure to notify the PA State Police
when a bridge comes back into service.

A motion was made to approve the plan as set forth in the drawing provided by Traffic Planning
and Design dated October 17, 2011, as well as send the required correspondence to the
Pennsylvania State Police from the Township Manager by Commissioner Foltz. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Kaiser and carried with a vote of 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Spadt introduced the meeting minutes from the Board of Commissioner’s meeting
held Monday, October 3, 2011. Commissioner Kaiser made a motion that was seconded by
Commissioner McGroarty to approve the minutes and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES

Resblu'tiqn #912- Mr." Hawthorne introduced Resolution #912 authorizing expenditures of
general municipal pension system state aid. A motion was made by Commissioner Phillips to
approve this Resolution. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Kaiser and carried with a
5-0 vote. '

Resolution #913- Mr. Hawthorne introduced Resolution #913 authorizing its local tax collector,
Berkheimer, to impose and retain costs of collection on delinquent taxes. Commissioner Kaiser
questioned if this resolution overlaps with the Portnoff collection. Solicitor Holloway responded
that it did not as Portnoff only collects Real Estate Taxes, not Earned Income Taxes.
Commissioner McGroarty made a motion to approve Resolution #913. The motion was seconded
by Commissioner Foltz and carried with a 5-0 vote.

Resolution #914- Mr. Hawthorne introduced Resolution #914 authorizing the appointment of
liaisons between Lower Pottsgrove Township and Berkheimer for the purpose of sharing
confidential tax information with the District for official purposes. Mr. Hawthorne explained that
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he and Michele Christman would be appointed the liaisons. Commissioner Foltz asked if the tax

collector should be a liaison and Solicitor Holloway again pointed out the Berkheimer is the tax
collector for Eamed Income Taxes. Commissioner Phillips made the motion to approve
Resolution #914. The motion was seconded by Commissioner McGroarty and carried by a vote
of 5-0.

Resolution #915- Commissioner Spadt introduced Resolution #915 in support of renewing
Growing Greener. Commissioner Kaiser made a motion to approve the resolution. The motion
was seconded by Commissioner Phillips and carried by a vote of 5-0.

SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT

Salon Twenty-Two- Ms. Elliott introduced Resolution #916 — Salon Twenty-Two Minor Land
Development and explained that the Planning Commission has recommended the project for
approval. Ms. Elliott explained the Tracy Heebner, the salon owner plans to add 14 new parking
spaces in the rear yard. They also plan to make the current two way entrance off High Street a
one way entrance due to the entrance being narrow. The patrons will then be directed to exit the
salon parking lot via an alley that connects to Heritage Drive. Ms. Elliott also commented that
the applicant will be using an alternate style of lighting for the parking lot area. This alternate has
been approved for other applicants in the past. ,

Ms. Heebner also requested the Board of Commissioners approval on relief from the zoning
requlrement to connect to public water. The property has a well. This well has been tested and
has been deemed to have the capacity to service a salon. Commissioners asked where the
location of public water that the salon could connect to is located. Mr. John Aston, Engineer for
Ms. Heebner, responded that there is a possibility to connect via Heritage Drive, which would
then require an easement from Heritage Properties or to connect via High street. The connection
on High Street would require a significant expense as there would be state permits required to
cross the road to connect on the opposite side of High Street. Releif has been granted to other
commercial applicants on the North side of High Street in the past. Commissioners also asked if
the Township Engineers had any reservations granting approval with this waiver. Bursich
representative Chad Camburn responded that the concern was not great enough to prevent the
approval. If the business found its water supply was less than expected, they would be the first to
request the connection to the public water system as the business cannot be run without water.

Commissioner Foltz inquired as to whether the Commissioners could require the salon to
connect to public water if it found the residents downstream were being affected. Commissioner
Spadt remarked he felt the Commissioners would like to maintain jurisdiction over the ability to
require the connection for a time period. Solicitor Holloway responded that rather than give a
blanket authorization and stipulation the Commissioners could add language to the Resolution
that if the Township deems the property is creating a supply problem with other residents the
Township can then require the salon to connect to public water. Commissioner Spadt
recommended putting a two year time limit on the addition to the agreement.

Solicitor Holloway recommends amending paragraph 15 of the Resolution to include the two
year time frame. If a resident / property owner comes to the Township with a complaint
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regarding the supply of their well being affected, the salon must connect to public water. The
Township must show that the salon is creating the problem to require the connection.

Commissioner Spadt made a motion to approve Resolution #916 with the amendment to
paragraph 15 stipulating that if the salon creates a supply problem for other occupants of High
Street that have wells downstream from them, that the salon will connect to public water.
Commissioner Foltz seconded the motion and the motion carried with a vote of 5-0.

Women’s Medical - Bursich Associates Inc. representative Chad Camburn commented that the
contractor found an error in the original survey of the property that will prevent the parking lot
from being constructed as approved on the plans. The plans allow for five feet more of space
between two stormwater beds. The engineer has determined that a stormwater bed that is five
feet narrower shall be sufficient if the existing stone be removed and cleaned since it is currently
filled with silt. The cleaned out infiltration bed will provide additional storage resulting in a
better stormwater control bed. Commissioner Kaiser made a motion to approve the plan
amendment. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Phillips and carried with a vote of 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS
Pruss Hill Road Bridge — See opening comments re: Pruss Hill Road Bridge

Diesel Fuel Bid Award- Mr. Hawthorne commented that there were many irregularities in the
bids received and it was staff’s recommendation that it was in the best interest of the Township
to not accept the bids received. He requested approval to decline the bids received, re-advertise
for bidders, and re-bid for Diesel Fuel. Commissioners inquired as to what the irregularities
were. Solicitor Holloway responded that there were a multitude of errors. Commissioner Foltz
made the motion to decline the bids received, re-advertise for bidders and re-bid for Diesel fuel.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Phillips and carried with a vote of 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Memorandum of Understanding-  Commissioner Spadt introduced a Memorandum of
Understanding for Township manager, Rodney P. Hawthorne. He commented that the agreement
has not been revised in approximately ten years and the commissioners have all discussed the
revisions being made. He commented the only change that is being made is to vacation days. Mr.
Hawthorne will have an additional four vacation days. Commissioner Spadt noted that once the
agreement was approved a copy would be available for the public.

The motion was made to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Township Manager
Rodney P. Hawthorne by Commissioner Phillips. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
McGroarty and carried with a 5-0 vote.

Authorization for requests for snow plowing proposals- Mr. Hawthorne requested the
commissioner’s authorization to request snow plowing bids from local contractors,
Commissioner Phillips inquired if these additional plows were needed because the new public
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works truck would not be delivered until late March. Mr. Hawthorne advised that we request
proposals for additional plows every year. With the snow falls of several feet, they are needed to
assist the public works crew.

A motion was made by Commissioner Foltz to authorize Township Manager, Rodney P.
Hawthorne to request snow plowing proposals. The motions was seconded by Commissioner
Kaiser and carried with a 5-0 vote.

Cilluffo Property Deed of Dedication - Solicitor Holloway announced that the Deed of
Dedication from Cilluffo Properties has been received. He recommends the Township accept the
ground. A motion was made by Commissioner Phillips and seconded by Commissioner Kaiser.
The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.

Approval of Warrant #793 for September 2011 - A motion was made by Commissioner Kaiser
and seconded by Commissioner Phillips. The motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report for September 2011- A motion was made by Commissioner
Kaiser and was seconded by Commissioner Phillips. The motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

There being no further business, the public meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.

Respectfully submltted
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