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LOWER POTTSGROVE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
September 26, 2013

The Board of Commissioners of Lower Pottsgrove Township held its regularly scheduled
work session meeting on Thursday, September 26, 2013 at the Lower Pottsgrove
Township Municipal Building, 2199 Buchert Road, Pottstown, Pennsylvania. Meeting
was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The following
attended:

Board of Commissioners: Michael McGroarty, James Kaiser and Stephen M. Klotz.

R. Kurtz Holloway, Solicitor; Rodney P. Hawthorne, Manager; Alyson Elliott, Assistant
Manager, Michael A. Foltz, Chief of Police and Michele Cappelletti, Secretary.

Commissioner President Jonathan H. Spadt and Vice President Bruce L. Foltz were
absent.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Solicitor Holloway announced that the Board held an executive session at 6:00 p.m. to
discuss personnel and contractual matters.

APPOINTMENT OF POLICE PATROL OFFICER:

Resolution No. 991 —Commissioner Klotz made a motion to approve Resolution No.
991, appointing Royce Repka as a Township Police Patrol Officer. Commissioner Kaiser
seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Vote was 3-0 in favor.

Officer Repka was sworn in by District Justice Edward C. Kropp, Sr, Magisterial District
38-1-12.

PRESENTATION BY JOSEPH W. DUDA:

2014 Minimum Municipal Obligations (MMO)—MTr. Joseph Duda of Duda Actuarial
Consulting presented the calculations of the 2014 Minimum Municipal Obligations
(MMO) for the Lower Pottsgrove Township Uniformed and Non-Uniformed Pension
Plans.

Mr. Duda advised the calculations were based on the January 1, 2013 actuarial evaluation
reports and there is a 5% employee contribution from uniformed employees and a 2%
employee contribution from non-uniformed employees. Mr. Duda stated the Township
can expect approximately $186,449 in state aid to offset the two obligations.

Commissioner Kaiser made a motion to approve the calculations, as presented by Joseph
W. Duda of Duda Actuarial Consulting, for the 2014 Financial Requirement and
Minimum Municipal Obligations (MMO) for the Lower Pottsgrove Township Uniformed
(Police) Pension Plan in the amount of $201,913 and for the Lower Pottsgrove Township
Non-Uniformed Pension Plan in the amount of $163,659. Commissioner Klotz seconded
the motion and it was unanimously approved. Vote was 3-0 in favor.
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COMMENTS FROM VISITORS:
None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Commissioner Kaiser made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the September 5,
2013 Board of Commissioners meeting. Commissioner Klotz seconded the motion and it
was unanimously approved. Vote was 3-0 in favor.

RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES: '
Resolution No. 991—See APPOINTMENT OF POLICE PATROL OFFICER. !

CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION:

Resignation Letter—Mr. Hawthorne advised that Kenn Picardi, chairman of the Zoning
Hearing Board, has moved out of the Township and can no longer serve on the Zoning
Hearing Board. His letter of resignation was included in the Commissioners’ packets. ;
Mr. Hawthorne commented that Mr. Picardi served on this Board for many years and the _ E
Township is losing a valuable member. |

Commissioner Klotz made a motion to accept the resignation of Kenneth E. Picardi from
the Lower Pottsgrove Township Zoning Hearing Board. Commissioner Kaiser seconded
the motion and it was unanimously approved. Vote was 3-0 in favor.

Mr. Hawthorne provided the Board with applications submitted by residents interested in
serving the Township. He said Scott Fulmer is currently serving as an alternate member
of the Zoning Hearing Board, so there are still three members on this Board. He said the
Commissioners could appoint Scott as a regular member, or they could appoint someone
else.

Commissioner McGroarty asked if the Board wanted to appoint Mr. Fulmer or consider
other applicants. Commissioner Klotz was concerned about setting a precedent if the
sitting Board appoints the new member. He said we have enough members, allow it to
stay as is and when the new Board of Commissioners is seated, they can appoint the new
member. :

Commissioner McGroarty asked Solicitor Holloway if there might be an issue with this
Board appointing the new member. Solicitor Holloway will research and advise whether
or not there is an issue.

The following information was included in the Commissioners’ packets:
1. Letter to Robert J. Abbott, Asphalt Maintenance Solutions LLC (AMS) from Rodney
P. Hawthorne regarding termination of oil and chip project agreement.
2. Zoning hearing applications:
2013-09 of Kristin Wallace and Robert Sutton, Jr., 1985 Summit Way
3. Memo from Keith Place. Re: 1700 Industrial Highway Transformer
4. Invitation to MCATC Education and Recognition Dinner on October 4, 2013,
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SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT:
None.

OLD BUSINESS:

Recycling Pickup of Leaves and Yard Waste—Mr. Hawthorne reported that currently
Township residents can use Arborganic Acres as a drop-off facility for leaves and yard -
waste free of charge. Recently Arborganic Acres started charging Lower Pottsgrove
Township residents. Mr. Hawthorne negotiated with Arborganic Acres and they agreed
to extend the free service until the end of 2013. However, since this facility will be
charging Township residents next year, it is time to determine how we will handle
leaf/yard waste collection in 2014. If we do not have a drop-off facility available for our
residents, the Township will have to go back to twelve (12) curbside pickups per year
(one per month).

Mr. Hawthorne said the Township’s contract with J. P. Mascaro allows flexibility with
the number of leaf/yard waste pickups. We could add six (6) more curbside pickups and
the cost for this service would be an additional $18,000. Other options suggested by Mr.
Hawthorne were to have the Solicitor draft a proposal and send it to prospective drop off
facilities or to place a dumpster at a location in the Township. Commissioner Klotz was
concerned that people would drop off bulk trash, such as mattresses, at a dumpster site.

Mr. Hawthorne said New Hanover Township uses Hetrick Gardens as its drop-off
facility. Commissioner Kaiser asked if the Township could cap what it would pay a
facility for this service. He also asked Mr. Hawthorne to get information from New
Hanover Township showing figures and volume of leaves and yard waste handled by
Hetrick Gardens. Mr. Hawthorne will get back to the Board with this information.

Consideration of New Manager’s MOU—Solicitor Holloway advised that in light of
Mr. Hawthorne’s retirement beginning in 2014, the Board of Commissioners looked for a
replacement. Ed Wagner joined the Board of Commissioners for a meeting last month
and, when the Board came back into public session on September 5, 2013, it appointed
Mr. Wagner as Township Manager. The terms of Mr. Wagner’s employment are stated
in the September 5, 2013 Board of Commissioners meeting minutes.

Solicitor Holloway requested Board approval of Edward C. Wagner’s Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), which has been approved and signed by Mr. Wagner. Mr.
Wagner’s employment start date is October 21, 2013.

Commissioner Kaiser made a motion to approve Edward C. Wagner’s Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), as detailed in the minutes of the September 5, 2013 Board of
Commissioners meeting minutes, with a start date of October 21, 2013. Commissioner
Klotz seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Vote was 3-0 in favor.

On a personal note, Commissioner McGroarty stated publicly that had he been present on
September 5, 2013, he would have wholeheartedly endorsed Mr. Wagner for the position
of Township Manager. Commissioner Kaiser said the reception from the Township is all
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good. Commissioner Klotz welcomed Mr. Wagner back and Chief Foltz congratulated
him.

Impact Fee Committee and Resolution—Commissioner McGroarty said the Board has
been provided with a draft Impact Fee resolution. The list of potential committee
members is quite extensive and Commissioner McGroarty asked Mr. Hawthorne and/or
Ms. Elliott to provide a list of people they recommend for the committee. Since two
Board members were absent from the meeting, Commissioner McGroarty recommended
that the full Board discuss the matter at the October 7, 2013 meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Stipulation to Settle—Solicitor Holloway advised that the Hill School and Brookside
Country Club have filed appeals to the Montgomery County Board of Assessment
Appeals. Stipulations to Settle have been prepared by the Solicitor for the Pottsgrove
School District and Solicitor Holloway expected that the School Board would approve
both of them.

Solicitor Holloway advised that the reduction would be in the form of a credit to next
year’s taxes or a refund from the Township. The total refund for one parcel would be
$606.76 and the other would be $1,248.38.

Commissioner Kaiser suggested approving the Stipulations to Settle subject to approval
by the Pottsgrove School District. Commissioner Klotz was not interested in approving
them; he did not know why the Township would give a refund now. He wants to see
what action the Pottsgrove School Board takes before making a decision. Solicitor
Holloway will report back once he sees what the School Board does.

Warrant #816— Commissioner Kaiser made a motion to approve Warrant #816 for the
month of August 2013. Commissioner Klotz seconded the motion and it was
unanimously approved. Vote was 3-0 in favor.

Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report—Commissioner Kaiser made a motion to accept the
Treasurer’s Report for the month of August 2013, as submitted by Jennifer Marsteller.
Commissioner Klotz seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Vote was
3-0 in favor.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS:
Commissioner Klotz welcomed and congratulated the Township’s newest police officer,
Royce Repka. Commissioner Kaiser also congratulated Officer Repka.

Commissioner McGroarty welcomed Officer Repka to the community. He is also

looking forward to having Ed Wagner back home in October, and full-time upon Rod’s
retirement.

MANAGERS’ COMMENTS:
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Generator—MTr. Hawthorne reported that power in the Township Administration office
will have to be shut down from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. when the generator is installed.

Public meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. Next meeting will be held on Monday, October 7,
2013 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele M. Cappelletti
Township Secretary




