
LOWER POTTSGROVE TOWNSHIP  
PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 

 
MEETING MINUTES  

July 28, 2008 
 

Attendance: Patty Abdalla, Vice Chair  Alyson Elliott, Assistant Manager 
  Thomas C. Troutman   
  Rich Wood   
 
Ms. Abdalla brought the regularly scheduled meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board to 
order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – READY FOR ACTION 
 
None. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – NOT READY FOR ACTION 
 
None. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Ms. Elliott explained to the Board that the grass at Sanatoga Park does not look as good as it 
should at this stage and is concerned that it will not be ready for play in Spring 2009 if the 
Township does not do something differently.  She asked Mr. Wood to talk a look at the 
fields and make suggestions on how to improve them.  He suggested that the Township 
contract with a company experienced with athletic fields to determine an action plan for 
improving the fields.  Ms. Elliott called around for quotes and found that Fisher & Sons 
would evaluate the fields free of charge and perform a soil test for $60.  She said she will use 
the information provided to Fisher & Sons to have the contractor follow the recommended 
course of action for weed control, seeding and other remedies as they complete the 
requirements of the contract. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Troutman, seconded by Ms. Abdalla, and unanimously approved 
by a 3-0 vote to hire Fisher & Sons to evaluate the fields at Sanatoga Park and make a 
recommendation on how to improve field conditions at Sanatoga Park. 
 
ONGOING BUSINESS 
 
Strategic Plan – Policies & Procedures Manual 
The Board discussed a second draft of the proposed policies and procedures manual for the 
use and reservation of Township facilities.  After discussion, the following action items were 
made: 
 

1. Ms. Elliott would revise the manual with to provide an easier way to read the fee 
schedule. 

2. Ms. Elliott would revise the manual to utilize four-hour time blocks as opposed to 



two-hour time blocks. 
3. Ms. Elliott would find out from the insurance company whether the soccer goals 

were insurable. 
 

COMMENTS 
Ms. Abdalla asked what about the Township’s plans for the use of the baseball field at 
Sanatoga Park.  Ms. Elliott said that the board members should make a recommendation as 
to what they feel would be the best way to handle the use of the fields at Sanatoga Park.  She 
said it had been assumed that due to the severe wear and tear that soccer teams place on a 
field that the soccer field would be game only.  However, it seemed from discussions, that 
baseball teams are not as hard on a field and it may be able to support more use.   
 
There was discussion on what teams could possibly use the field, what they are currently 
doing, and what kind of options could be supported.  The Board primarily discussed two 
options:  making the field one team’s home field for games and practices, with the possibility 
of allowing a few games from other teams on the field, or making the field a strictly game 
only field.  Ms. Elliott suggested that if the Board would like to make the field one teams 
home field, that they pay a premium for that privilege, instead of paying a seasonal field 
reservation fee. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Troutman, seconded by Ms. Abdalla, and unanimously approved 
by a 3-0 vote to recommend that one baseball team be allowed to use the Sanatoga Baseball 
Field as its home field for a period of one year when the field is opened.  This arrangement 
would be re-evaluated at the end of the year to determine whether this is an appropriate 
action. 
 
Mr. Troutman asked if there was insurance money to build a second pavilion at Sanatoga 
Park.  He recalled that there might be some insurance money to rebuild it after the original 
pavilion burned down.  Ms. Elliott said she was not aware of any plans to build a second 
pavilion at Sanatoga Park or that there was insurance money to do so.  She said she would 
check into this. 
 
Mr. Wood asked if the Township planned to order new trash cans for the parks.  Ms. Elliott 
said that the Township had ordered several trash/recycle bins for the park through the 
recycling fund.  She said that due to their expense, they were only able to purchase a few and 
plan to purchase a few each year. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is Monday, August 25, 2008. 
 


