Lower Pottsgrove Township
Parks & Recreation Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 27, 2008 7:00pm
In attendance:

Patty Abdalla, Vice Chair
Tom Troutman
Dennis Cimino
Rich Wood

Alyson Elliott, Assistant Manager
Jennifer Corley, Recording Secretary

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Lower Pottsgrove Township Parks & Recreation Board
was called to order by Patty Abdalla, Vice Chair at 7:04 pm.
Parks & Recreation Report
Ms. Elliott began by reviewing the contents of the October 2008 Parks & Recreation Report.
Included in the packet was a copy of a letter sent to St. Pius X Athletic Director Madison Morton
regarding damages to Field #3 at Gerald Richards Park and the cost to repair the field and the
restroom facilities that occurred during St. Pius X pre-approved use of said field. Ms. Abdalla
asked if the amount of money invoiced would be enough to cover the cost of completely
repairing the field or if Lower Pottsgrove Township would have to contact St. Pius X again for
more funds. Ms. Elliott explained that we have made the repairs and anything more that is
identified in the Spring would fall under general maintenance and the Township would then
absorb the cost. No further funds from St. Pius X would be collected and they have been
restricted from use of the fields for the remainder of the playing season. A permit for future
seasons seems unlikely.
A motion was made by Rich Wood to approve the minutes for September. The motion was
seconded by Tom Troutman and carried by a vote of 4 – 0.
Unfinished Business Ready for Action
Discussion was revisited on the subject of portable restrooms in Sanatoga Park. Dennis Cimino
commented that portable restrooms should be placed at Sanatoga Park. The additional portable
restrooms will be added to the 2009 budget for Sanatoga Park. In light of recent vandalism
events at Gerald Richards Park restrooms that remained unlocked, further discussion yielded a
decision that portable restrooms will not be placed at Lower Sanatoga Park. These restrooms will
be placed at the Upper Park when play commences on those fields.
Heritage Days: Ms. Elliott included an email from Tom Sephakis at The Sunnybrook
Foundation regarding the level of participation he was soliciting from the Township and the
Parks & Recreation Board for the upcoming Heritage Days. Ms. Elliott had informed Mr.
Sephakis that Township Staff was stretched too thin and could not play a significant role in the
planning and operation of the event, but that she would bring it to the Park Board. Ms. Abdalla
commented that she did not have the time to donate. Mr. Troutman thinks that the Township has
lost two promotional opportunities by not attending recent events held at Sunnybrook. Tom
Troutman volunteered to be the Township / Parks & Recreation representative.

2009 Events – Band List approval: Ms. Elliott and Mrs. Corley presented options for the 2009
bands and discussed the calendar Mr. Troutman suggested a local polka band. Mr. Cimino
suggested keeping the same calendar as last year since it was a well attended series. Mr. Wood
and Mrs. Abdalla agreed. Mrs. Corley said she will also try to book a country band, since it was
a request in the 2007 Park Satisfaction Survey. The first concert will start on Sunday, June 28th
and they will run consecutively, except for July 5th, for seven weeks. It was agreed that The Bill
Koss Combo would start and the The Pottsgrove Community Band would be the last band on
August 16th. The Fishing Derby will be held on June 20th.
Mr. Wood asked if the Township had ever investigated having naming rights for fields and the
Sanatoga Bandshell. Ms. Elliott said that is something she would like the Board to discuss and
look into different possibilities. She has been working that into conversation when approaching
potential sponsors recently so it does not come as a surprise when it is offered. Township staff
will set up a program and bring it to the Board for discussion.
Unfinished Business Not Ready for Action
Ms. Elliot and Mrs. Corley reported on the success of the Annual Halloween Fall Festival. The
attendance is thought to have been around 80 – 85 children. The games were again a success as
was the new band hired. Ernie & Neal were interactive with the crowd and demanded audience
participation. The audience was happy to oblige. Also a hit was balloon artist Jack Hardesty.
Jack and Ernie & Neal are planning to attend next year’s event. The first annual costume contest
and parade was well-attended, aided by volunteer judges: Patty Abdalla, Tony Doyle, Kurt
Holloway and Mike Foltz. Another successful addition this year was the ticketing program for
pumpkins. In years children were left without a pumpkin at the end of the day. Each child was
given a ticket and no pumpkin was given out without one. Everyone went home happy.
Ms. Abdalla suggested that discussion on the Policies & Procedures be tabled for this month. All
agreed.
New Business
Ms. Elliott provided copy of a request from the Bateman/Romer family to name the recent
acquisition of open space located at Bliem Road after the Bateman Family in some way when
considering a name for the park. Several suggestions were made; Bateman Park, Bateman Trail
at Sprogel’s Run, Bliem Road Bateman Park, Bateman Bliem Road Park. Ms. Abdalla and
fellow Board members will take these under consideration and the issue is tabled for the month
of October.
Ms. Elliott summarized the Open Space Preservation & Recreation Areas SALDO revision for
the Board members. Mr. Troutman and Mr. Wood both agree that the 1% on non-residential lots
is too small. Ms. Elliott provided the explanation that if we create an ordinance that demands
more, we may lose commercial interest. During the project negotiation phase of land
development is where more open space can be asked for in return for a potential grant of a
waiver in another area. Ms. Elliott asked that any comments the Board members have should be

sent to her via email and she will make necessary changes and bring the revision to them for
suggestion to the Board of Commissioners.
At 8:25 Rich Wood excused himself from the meeting.
Comments by Board Members
There were no further comments from Board members.
Comments by Visitors
There were no comments from visitors.

At 8:28 Tom Troutman made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Cimino seconded the motion
and the vote carried 3 – 0.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board is Monday, November
24, 2008 at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer J. Corley
Recording Secretary

