












Richards has its problems, though. Water drainage there is poor, and makes some fields unplayable 
for days after a storm. Parking, particularly on weekends, is charitably described as “tight.” And 
because usage is high and field space is limited, scheduling conflicts occasionally arise.

To address those and other issues, Simone Collins has created three proposals for Richards. One 
represents a reuse and improvement of existing facilities. The other two contemplate a wholesale 
make-over of its acreage with new facilities and incorporating space surrounding the Coventry 
Christian School that abuts the park on its southeast side. Coventry is already talking with the 
township about how that combination might work.

... Concept 2 ...
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In any of the three, the sports emphasis at Richards is soccer. Each of the three plans includes up to 21 
soccer fields for teams of varying ages and abilities, a limited number of softball and baseball fields, a 
small number of both basketball and tennis courts, and far more parking. They keep, and expand 
upon, the walking trail system many adults rely on during warmer weather.

.. and Concept 3.

They also include not one but two or three storm water management ponds to solve Richards’ 
drainage issues. One is big enough that it may be developed as a wetland preserve.
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